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and Tima: 14 Janusry 1946, 1545-1700 ours 
: Sugamo Frison, Tokyo, Japaa 
nt : Goneral Shunroku HATA 
Carlisle '', Figgins, Intcrrogator 
Col. thos. ©. Morrow, Interrogator 


Denis Kiidoyle, Inserpretor 
Claire Farrc)1, Stonographor 


jJons by: Mr. Higgins 


Tell the General that Colonel Morrow and Mr. Figgins of 
tho International Frosscution Soction are here ard vould 
like to talk to him if ho is rilling to ansvor cucstions 
end if it is al. right with him, 

Fe said yos, 

How old is the Genoral’ 

Fe will be 67 in July. 


Yhat military school, if he vas a student at such, did the 
General attend” 


Fo is a graduate of tho Officers School, which is cquivaloent 
to Yost Foint, end then of she Army fo illory and “nginecring 
School; also tho Army College (Staff College). 


Vhat was his branch of the servico? 


Fe did not specialize in anything. Fis branch is artillery 
but ho didn't specialize. 


Phen was “> first commissioned as an officer in the Imperial 
Japanese Army? 
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In 1901 he Lovsme a Sub~Licutenent. 

That nilitar,; commands has the Gonere’? “cold” 

No boceme Coumnder of the 16th Fiole Srtillery Regiment -- 
ho docsn't ronuribor the oxact dato, ‘ho yoar before the 
earthcuako -~ it would be 19%2,. In 1926 ho became 4th 
Artillory Prigado Cosmander. 

What service did tho Gonoral porform ouside the Islands” 
He tas Commander of the Taivan (Formosen) Arny from 193€ to 
1937, And Commandor~in-Chicf of tho @xpeditionary Arnics in 
central China in 193€. 

Did he assum: commend on tho 17th of Fobruary 193€° 


Yes. Fo bocame Commander-in-Chiof of all the “Sxpoditionary 
Arnics in China. 


Did tho Genoral succeed General Iwane MATSUI? 

He succecded Genoral MATSUI in contral China. And when ho 
became Commander-in-Chicf for all the forces in China he 
succeaded Conur 1 NISFIC. 

Vhore vero Gonoral NIS¥IO's headcuc: ters” 


In lanking. 


There wore H.ISUI's headewarters” 


First in Shanghai; thon moved to Mankind. 
“hon did the General first co to China as a Commander? 
In 1938. 


“hat command did he have at that time v:on he first vent 
to continontal China? 
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In Aveust of ~/37 ho c..7o back and beeeme Inspoctor Gonoral 
of Miltter; %ucation; /: i936 he «ah to Chinn again. ‘hen 
the Chine 7.;-.dent boga. was in Fornos 


Did hoe nove hie comand wth hin frez. “ormosa to China? 
No, he canc b-ck hore to Toky ho} ‘ore two ontiroly 
difforont opsrations ind he hed cone back to Tokyo to be 
Inspeezor Cenerai. It ra vory small. affair in China at 
this time. 


How many troops were undor his command when he first went 
to China? 


Fivo divisions wndor his conm:nd when ho first went to China. 
Tas that about &0,00C men? 

Keo deosn't remambor but hoe thinks it vas a little more bo- 
case there are other sorvices attached to this - like 


supply scrvices. 


Fore those treops from tho hone islands of Japan or were they 
continentals m.do up of Formoesa or Korean troops, or both” 


They wore all from Japan propor. The nunbers of the Divisions 


ho commerc:¢ are 3¢. th. Dih, 12th Nesorve Division, 18th 
Rescrve Division; cil from the main islauis. 


Vere those t-scps alreac ia China 1%.n the Goneral assumed 
command or ‘re they trai.‘ arrod fron the islands when he 
eesumed comm .nd” 

Thoy had bcen under MATSUI and ho tooi. over. 


Does the Ccnersl know wh he was assigned to relieve MATSUI? 


PURL: https://www.legal-tools.org/doc/51a19c/ 


Doc. No. 10102 Fage 4 


A. Yes, ho seid the objoct of Goncral "aTSUI's oxpeditionary 
forces hae tusn achieved rith tho capture of Nanking and 
he was sont there with to principal objoct of pacifying 
the diztz:ct that had ben captured. Fis instructions wero 
that Nankeng -- that it was not adviesblo tw leavo the 
triangic comprised by Shanghai, Nanking and Foochow, end 
thet ‘oc was to pacify this district ~~ and, if ho found it 
necessery i leave this triangic, it woulé be advisable 
to obtaiu insv.actions from thc Japoriaas. Gonoral Poadcuarters. 


Did ho ever reccivo instructicns from the Imperial Gonoral 
Veadcucrters ic lonve tho triangle’ 


Fo. Fo left t:is for Fruz show. 


Was that afvor instructiors wore givon by the Goncral Foad- 
cuartors not to leave” 


Ko, this instruction was received fror the Imperial icad- 
quarters to lcavo the trinnglc. 


Vhat military mission vas ho assigncd to perform in his 
orders to leave the trianglo*® 


Tho capture of Hangchor was his odjective and instructions, 


At the tinc he received these instructions “hat was the 
total numbor of troops under his command? 


e said for this Fangchor operation an army vas sent dow 
fron the North and this arny comprised 4 or 5 divisions. 


Tho vas in command of the arny” 


It was uncer his command. 
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Q. hat ves the nuncrical strength of wuch of those forces that 
cance down from +o North’ 


A. Heo thinks abowe 39°*,0C0 400,000, aithecgh this is from 
monory. Fe is aot core’ -n, 


That Chines Jonmander-in- clef oppor: hin in this nove 
to capture Fon. chor? 


Ho thinks it mst have becn Chiang-Kai Shok himself. 


Fron the timc ne first initiated his move how long was it 
until Fangchow vas captured? 


Five nonths. 

“hat wes the approximate nunbor of his sroops that wore 
engaged in that opcration, including his forces in the 
triangle and tho armics that camo down fron the North’ 

In addition to these, later on, aftor this triangle had been 
emptied of the forces, tro or throc divisions arrived to take 
over this triangle so there would have been 11 or 12 divisions 
altogother in this scctor. 

That was the available strength of each Division? 

Fo thinks about 15,000 to 14,CO° troops. 


Tere these expeticnced troops or recrvits? 


Yos, they wore ox -ione< troops. Four DAvisions had been 
recontly mobilized but 1] “ho rest wore secsoned troops. 


Of course th. recently m >ilizod treoys had head militery 
training uncer the Japane.« conscription lows" 


Yos. 
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Ge 


A. 


"ell, I'd like to have an estimate of tho number of killod 
and woundcd -= the battle casualtics? 


It is o m.ttcr of many yoars aro and ho doesn't renorber , 
This ves 2 ‘erg tine ogo and ho hes no icos. ont he aocs 
ronemsor faiuees after he bocane Comrander-in-Chief of all 
the arzic; in China, 

Vor long did he scrve as Comnmandor-in-Chicf 

Ton months, 1938 fron February te Novonber. 


Vhet vor? the »»ttlo casualties of the Japanese armies undor 
hin during that period? 


Thore is e littie risteko. From Fesrvary to Noverbor 1938 he 


was in contri China on3 ko became Commander-in-Chief in 1941 
until 1942. 


“Yhat were the firurcs up uw .til about ‘'cvcmbor” 

Fo doos net renember those. Po romor. 27s figures in connection 
vith 1941-4 but he has forgotton for tiv oarlicr period. For 
1941-4 tre dead vurnberod 5°,COC in Cina. 


According to th® usual ratio then, isn't it likely te assume 
that the rounded amounted to about 20C, CO” 


Fo figures about 2C0.C00. He nentionod a ratio of 1-5 -= 
tho others dicd of illnoss -- but he doesn't romonber figurcs. 


that was th: date on which HanZchor was canturcd” 
Yo thirks it ms October 25, 1958. 


Docs the General not have sons definite idea as to his lcesscs 
in that opsratior? 


™o could guoss 2 figure but it ~oule bo just a figure taken 
at randon. 
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Car. the Gonor:? give m: his cstimate of vhat tho Chinoso 
lessas were «on from tic time ho 7? [St tho tricnglo until 
Faskchor wa otured? 


No, ho has no 


How many Ciinesa troops did his crmy ¢ ptwro in this oporation” 


Fow macy poiseacrs vworo takun® 

Po doosn't thin ther so rmoany. fo dian't worry oeaue 
figurcce of prisoners token Pye Ho tvirku many of the 
juss turned tai: aad loft the ficid of cutiic. 


Did ho look upon this as oa war iv China or tas it just a 
fronticr inc:Jcnt? 


Althoug> 2% actually was a var all thoy ever considered it 
was a2 a China Incidont. Actualiy it was a war. 


Did the Gencral stucy international law in his Staff College? 
Yos. In tho “ar College, 

Did tho Gon ral. know that Japan had troatios in which they 
promiecd not to invado China o1d not to wago war against 
China «= liko ** i922 and 1920" 

"heat is this treat. eat22d? 

Tho Nino-Fro'cr ‘Yeaty. 


Ycs, hv knove it. 


Yell, did he t-ink that thoy woro bre-i ng that treaty or not? 


Ve knows of the oxisterec cf thi. troaty but he doos not know 
the torns and thers coors to be xc utho uy out but to resort 
to arnod force whon other means fail. 
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the tronty savs thoy are not to resort to 
uotil truy have made a try fer peacc” 


Po is net voll accucinted with she Nine-Tovor Treaty. Fo 
norely Ines os its cxissence, 


Questions by: ¥v, Vig; ins 


Yhet position, if say, ¢'4 the Gonc:ni h-ve with the Japanese 
Arnvz at the tira of Bavvore Yr? 


Connander-in-Clief eof tho 2d Goneral immy. 
Yhoro ves its headquarters” 


Firoshima. Fe sus there at the tino ef the atonic borb raid, 
His heed is not right yor. 


“hore did the Genorel leave tho arny records when he loft the 
China theatro’ 


“hose ruro all left in Chins. 


At tho tine ths: Goneral.'s troops ware in por sossion of tho 
trianstc tire not tho civil tave supp ‘ante and he, as 
comaar.duc; coverncd by Japanoso nititery lav, end did this 
not apriy nos only to his troops but to the civil population” 


Generally, he said, the ler vas loft in the hands of the 
Chinese 


“hat docs he monn ecnerally? 


Anything that would not concora rilit ry matters. 
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